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Last Thursday, for the first time since October, we have returned
outdoors for our cookout. The missionaries brought the Black-
stone to the front yard and delighted us with delicious burgers
and sausages.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Fr. Martin started us out with a talk on three of the fruits of the
Holy Spirit: love, joy, and peace. He told us that the fruit of love
is the joy of loving; love is love’s own reward. The simple fact of
carrying in the heart a love for someone is a joy. It is already a
consolation that fortifies, that purifies, that ennobles.

Next to the fruit of charity, St. Paul places joy. And, logically, joy
should follow upon love. Every lover rejoices to find the beloved.
In the spiritual order, as in the natural, when love attains union, it
produces joy.

Third among the fruits of the Holy Spirit is peace, which is log-
ically connected with joy. Peace is the perfection of joy. This
complete joy cannot be disturbed or snatched away; it is pos-
sessed in absolute and complete serenity.

Peace is the singular pleasure we experience when we taste
the joys of our soul in their fullness. When those things that
hinder the sweetness of our joy are removed, we have tranquil-
ity, peace, that celestial gift that refreshes all our faculties, that
complete purification of the heart that makes us see the vanity
of exterior things.

We completed the afternoon with games and fellowship.

May our Lady of Guadalupe keep you always under the mantle
and protection.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Richard, MC
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Gospel Reflection Corner

By Fr. Richard Castro Huergo, MC

exclaims: “My days are swifter than a weaver’s

I n the first reading, you have just heard how Job
shuttle; they come to an end without hope.”

Job represents, almost all the time, the opinion
of a kind of pagan who thinks that there is no
God who cares for him. For Buddhism, Hindu-
ism, Hegel, Laplace, Darwin, Marx, Freud, or any
materialist or determinist doctrine, the individual
person’s life matters little. They affirm that every
event is physical, including human thought and
action, and therefore is determined by an un-
avoidable web of cause-effect threads. Individual
life, thus, has no meaning; it has no projection
beyond death.

The overcoming of this pessimistic and oppres-
sive vision of man and his freedom will come in
our gospel today.

It is curious that precisely to preface the generic
description of Jesus’ action, which summarizes
his victorious action over evil in the world, Mark,
a direct disciple of Peter, wants to show that the
Lord is not only concerned in general with men
or women, with humanity, but with each one.

As John says, Jesus is the good shepherd who
knows each sheep by name.

To characterize this action, he describes for us,
after having named those who accompanied him
one by one, the healing of Peter’s inconsequen-
tial mother-in-law. A fact that is unusually unim-
portant for us, but paradoxically transcendent
and important for God because he takes care of
even the most humble of human beings whom
his Providence wants to lead to eternal salvation.

In reality, the cures, the goods and the evils of
this world are never definitive, but rather, from
God’s perspective, pure means, a path, in the
middle of the warp of time and space, towards
the Good of Glory. Or towards failure with no way

out, if we live and die apart from Him.

To show it, Mark chooses this insignificant char-
acter, Simon’s mother-in-law, whose name he
purposely does not even say - a name that Peter
knew very well. Mark elevates her to the impor-
tance of making her appear in his gospel as the
protagonist of Jesus’ first miracle. It was certain-
ly not a great miracle, but it became a paradigm
of all his subsequent miracles.

The Christian life is interwoven not with great
but with small miracles, of which any of us could
bear witness in our daily life; since the true and
great miracle is that he has given us his Grace,
that he has made us his children through Bap-
tism, that he wants to lead us to the fullness of
Life.

In this brief scene, the important thing is not
the healing itself that restores the health and
strength of Simon’s mother-in-law, but that
she, Mark emphasizes, began to serve them
(‘diekodnei autotds’, says the Greek text).

Diakonia, service, charity, love for God and oth-
ers, must be shown, even - and perhaps above
all - in the small daily acts, such as those that
this woman could do, in her simplicity.

We are always serving Jesus when we serve our
brothers, especially our brothers in the true faith.
Service gives meaning to our life, making it valu-
able and deserving of Eternal Life.

Let us remember that each one of us matters to
the Lord. He died for the whole world in general
but for each of us in particular. God’s personal
love will enable us to serve him and our brothers
and sisters with our whole hearts.
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Campus Outreach Silent Retreat for Men

Coffee and Hot Chocolate
Miles Christi
T :9:00 A .
uesdays: 9:00 AM Silent Retreat
Free Lunch & Talk FOR MEN
Thursdays: 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM Feb 23-25

(St. Elizabeth’s)

Franciscan Retreat Center
Eucharistic Adoration 740 Deer Hill Grove
At Colorado Springs, CO 80919

Monday to Friday: 11:00 AM -12:00 PM

s More information:
1a: (St. Elizabeth’s)

mileschristi.org/event/colorado-springs-co-4/

Feb 11, 4:00 pm
Superbowl Party

Liturgical Ministries - Volunteer opportunities for greeters, lec-
tors, altar servers and Eucharistic ministers. Sign up here: https://

Feb 14, ASh Wednesday www.stelizabethdenver.org/ministries. If you wish to volunteer for
M substitute cantor contact Fr. Richard.
ass€Es
Prayers of the Faithful - If you have someone you would like
1 2: 1 5 Pm and 5:00 P m prayers for, let Lisa know at lisa@stelizabethdenver.org and we
will include the intention in the Prayers of the Faithful for the

upcoming Sunday.

Sandwich Line - We need volunteers every day of the week, 9am
- 12pm. We are in great need of men’s shoes and boots - new or
Feb 23-25

used.

Miles Christi Silent Retreat
For MEN
Colorado Springs, CO

him Instagram: https:/www.instagram.com/

e Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ =
F stelizabethdenver/
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